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D
ear friends, 

    It’s the 1
st of January 2006, I have the day off 

and 
there 

is 
electricity 

all 
da

y 
toady 

so 
I’m

 
m

axim
ising on the opportunity and doing a long 

over due ne
w

sletter! T
rust this finds you all w

ell. 
2005 

brought 
som

e
 

difficult, 
frustrating 

and 
challenging tim

es. B
ut in them

 all I saw
 the hand 

of G
od helping and sustaining m

e. 
    M

id January w
e saw

 our prayers answ
ered as 

w
e 

signed 
a 

3 
½

 
year 

contract 
for 

a 
m

u
lti- 

functional 
hall, 

in 
w

hich 
w

e 
divided 

off 
office, 

storage 
space 

and 
m

eeting/class 
room

; 
and 

I 
m

oved into a sm
all apt’ above the hall.  

    A
t 

the 
sam

e 
tim

e 
D

itjon 
D

ibra 
(A

lbanian 
C

hristian 
guy) 

joined 
team

 
as 

S
hkëndijë’s 

IT
, 

w
ritten translator and com

puter teacher. 
    W

e w
ere all set for big advancem

ents and new
 

projects w
hen, 2 w

eeks after w
e to

ok hold of the 
new

 
prem

ises, 
V

alentina 
w

as 
stopped 

from
 

com
ing 

to 
w

ork. 
S

he 
w

as 
m

y 
o

nly 
children’s 

w
orker, so it w

as like a bom
b. T

he full w
eight of 

the 
children’s 

w
ork 

–w
eekly 

visits 
&

 
w

orksheet 
handouts and the m

eetings, all cam
e back on m

y 
shoulders, hence im

m
en

sely hindering the start of 
new

 projects. 
I thank the Lord that he

 kept m
e

 encouraged and 
strong, and all the children’s activities continued 
as norm

al through to the sum
m

er. 
    In M

arch the new
 com

puter course started, as 
a m

eans to serve the com
m

unity and reach out 
even 

further. 
W

e 
w

ere 
able 

to 
buy 

8 
n

ew
 

com
puters in T

irana, and started by offering basic 
beginner’s 

courses 
w

hilst 
D

itjon 
w

ent 
through 

exam
ination

 w
ith M

icrosoft and others. N
ow

 w
e 

offer 4 types of courses. W
e’ve had som

e 
X

X
 

students, 
both 

children 
and 

adult 
attending 

the 
courses, so far.  
    U

nfortunately, like last year, the E
nglish course 

has not run, due to us still not having an E
nglish 

teacher; 
except 

for 
m

e 
doing 

a 
w

eekly 
conversational course w

ith a sm
all group of m

ore
 

advanced students w
hich ran January to June. 

    O
n 

M
a

y 
21

st 
in 

Lezhe 
S

quare, 
I, 

along 
w

ith 
three 

pastors 
in 

Lezhe, 
organised 

a 
type 

of 

“M
arch for Jesus”. M

any churches from
 all over 

the north of A
lbania and Lezhe citizens joined in

 
the 

m
arch 

and 
w

atched 
the 

presentation. 
A

 
m

essage 
of 

unity 
am

ongst 
the 

churches 
w

as 
proclaim

ed as w
ell as the gospel. I taught eight 

girls from
 our children’s w

ork, a choreographed 
flag dance for the presentation. A

ll w
ent very w

ell 
w

ith large attendance and good w
eather. 

    T
his year w

e received tw
o sum

m
e

r team
s. O

n
e 

in July from
 A

ustria, lead by G
ow

en
 W

heeler and 
one in A

ugust from
 the U

K
 S

couts, lead by m
y e

x-
LightF

orce team
 leader, T

im
 M

iles. B
oth w

ent w
ell 

doing 
very 

different 
things 

and 
w

ere 
received 

w
arm

ly and openly by the S
hengjin com

m
unity. 

T
he A

ustrian team
 of 15 w

ere involved w
ith street 

evangelism
, 

youth 
o

utreach 
and 

children’s 
program

m
e

s. A
 lot w

as achieved during their 5-
day m

ission. T
im

’s scout group of 14 w
as on a

 
practical 

m
ission 

in 
the 

local 
S

hengjin 
school. 

T
hey w

orke
d hard in ve

ry hot w
eath

er to renova
te 

the library and a dram
a/arts room

. 
 T

he LightF
orce children’s cam

ps ran through the 
sum

m
er ag

ain. I did the evening program
s and 

ran tw
o w

e
eks of day cam

ps, one of w
hich w

as 
for m

y regu
lar S

hengjin children. I introduced a 
new

 
‘personal 

devotion 
and 

sm
all 

discussion 
group‘ slot into the cam

p program
. E

very child 
w

as 
given 

a 
bible. 

It 
w

as 
great 

to 
see 

them
 

opening the scriptures for them
 selves. I have had 

on 
m

y 
hea

rt, 
for 

a 
few

 
years, 

to
 

run 
‘full 

on’ 
C

hristian children’s cam
ps for the children of the 

N
orthern 

E
vangelical 

churches. 
I 

have 
entered 

into conversation w
ith G

eorge R
id

ley about the 
possibility 

of 
using 

the 
LightF

orce 
base 

and 
facilities 

to 
run 

4 
w

eeks 
of 

cam
p 

for 
tw

o 
age 

groups next sum
m

er. 
    I 

returned 
to 

the 
U

K
 

for 
three 

w
eeks 

in
 

S
eptem

ber. M
y dad had som

e pain in his side and 
w

as sent for bone scans in light that he’d had 
treatm

ent fo
r throat cancer 1½

 yea
rs prior. T

he 
results cam

e back, show
ing that the cancer had 

spread to his bones and he’d only 2 m
onths to 

live. M
y dad faced it positively, but in m

y heart I 
sensed 

it 
w

ouldn’t 
be 

long. 
O

n 
m

y 
return 

to 

A
lbania 

I 
didn’t 

re-launch 
the 

w
eekly 

children’s 
program

 after the sum
m

er but did things I could 
cut free from

. It w
as on

ly three w
ee

ks later that he 
w

as adm
itted to hospital. I got the early flight out 

on W
ednesday, m

et m
y brother at H

eathrow
, a

nd 
w

as by his side that evening. 6:30 the follow
ing 

m
orning the hospital called; w

e got there quick 
and by 7:5

5 he’d passed aw
ay. It w

as all very 
quick but I thank the Lord for his grace and m

ercy. 
M

y pra
yer throughout w

as “G
od, save him

 &
 take 

him
 

quick 
so 

not 
to 

suffer 
long 

and 
m

ake 
m

e 
strong for the fam

ily.” E
ven though m

y dad w
as 

sedated w
hen I spoke to him

 for th
e last tim

e and 
prayed w

ith him
, I feel the Lord w

as faithful there 
w

ere m
any positive signs, in and the lead up to 

his death. I stayed for 10 days after the funeral to 
help sort and clear m

y dad’s house. 
    O

n 
returning 

it 
w

as 
only 

4 
full 

w
eeks 

to 
C

hristm
as, so started dram

a and song practice 
w

ith the children ready for a big children’s out 
reach 

on 
the 

23
rd 

and 
a 

fam
ily 

m
eeting 

w
ith 

cocktails on the 24
th. B

oth m
eetings w

ent very 
w

ell w
ith good turnouts. It w

as the first tim
e that 

w
e’ve done a F

am
ily m

e
eting. R

obert cook spoke 
from

 the Ish
ull Lezhe church plant and there w

a
s 

lots of positive feed back, w
hich I’ll be follow

ing up 
in the next couple of days w

ith visits to all the 
fam

ilies. 
    S

hkëndijë 
has 

now
 

produced 
it’s 

second 
children’s praise and w

orship album
 in A

lbanian, 
w

hich w
as available the w

eek before C
hristm

as 
and is already being played on ‘R

adio 7’ in T
irana, 

w
hich 

also 
transm

its 
to 

a 
num

ber 
of 

A
lbania’s 

larger tow
ns. 

    A
ll in all it’s been an unusual year w

ith m
any u

p 
and dow

ns. I thank G
od that H

e is unchanging in 
the m

idst of them
 and is faithful to the end. I look 

forw
ard w

ith great anticipation to all that G
od has 

for m
e and S

hkëndijë throughout 2006.  
    O

nce again m
y sincere thanks goes to all w

ho
 

faithfully pray, support and uphold this m
ission. 

P
lease take tim

e to take in our prayer needs on 
the insert, w

ith love and blessings through this 
N

ew
 Y

ear,   R
achel 


